WORTH ProDraw3 



£200! 



10 PRINTERS 

ON TRIAL FOR DTP 
WP AND GRAPHICS 




Superb demos of 
Oct a IVIED 6 and 
Baldies! 



ruLL rnuunHin 

ProDraw3 



PLUS: dip art and utility disk AMIGA 



OctaMED 6 

■ The ultimate Amiga music package 

taldiesfr 




FITTING A 
HARD DRIVE 

SAVE MONEY 
BY FOLLOWING OUR l 
STEP BY STEP GUIDE| 

CREATING 
PICTURES 

WHICH ART PACKAGE 
IS REALLY THE BE ST? 

ECTS: 

WE REPORT FROM 
EUROPE'S BIGGEST 
GAMES SHOW 




Next Da, £5.00 
3 Days £2.50 Saturday £10. 
:nes are subject to stock ava 
i up to 7 days for cheques tc 



POWER COMPUTING LTD 
44a/b Stanley St. Bedford MK4I 7RW 
Tel 01234 273000 Fax 01234 352207 



ex n 

VIPER 

s a o 3 



LA? ^ 



VIPER 6B030 B 

68030 40MHi RC oi WMKi RC 
with MMU, RAM upto 128MB, 
FPU-PGA only. 

....£229.00 

■imb £379.00 

-0 MB £499.00 

....£249.00 

50MHj-4mb £399.00 

....£519.00 




• AI20D RAM hoard — ■ 

■ PCMCIA friendly BUB 
- Uses 1 1 32 SIMM 

■ Amiga Formal Gold award 

• Expand upio 8MB 

2MB £139.00 

imb £189.00 

bmb £329.00 



RAM Up to 8MB (Viper 1 1/128MB (Viper 2 
l-iill ki'Lurt Remapping 
Optional SCSI-D adaptor 




PGA/PLO 

..£115.95 BareBoard ...£169.95 

..£249.95 4MB viper ... £299.95 

..£399.95 8MB Viper . 



£439.95 




ISMHi FPU £25 SCSI-II Adaptor . 

jSMHaFPU £50 4MB 51 MM £139 

40MH! FPU £70 8MB SIMM £299 

50MHz FPU (PGA) .£ 1 00 Other SIMM5 ....£P0A 

Trade and Educational ordei 



XL 1.76MB ■ 

The XL Drive I.76MB measures half 
(he height of a standard eMMori 
floppy drive and allows you to store a 
massive 1.76MB on a high density 
disk. The A4000 inietnal dtivc fits 
perfectly underneath the original 
drive and no ease cutting is required. 

£89.95 

INTERNAL £85.00 

A4ooo int. £85.00 

POWER DPI 

Arnica and Floppy Expander, free. 
Floppy Expander allows you to 
■.iMiipr.v. li,L> lloppv di;ks Kv up 
to 50%, Other fearures include: Anti- 
Click, Anti-Virus, Isolation Switch. 2 
Year Wartanty. Thru 1 port, Cyclone 
Compatible Chip. Backup Hardware 
and Blitz Compatible feature. 

EXTERNAL £49.95 

CYCLONE S(W ONLY . .£ I 0.00 

INTERNAL DRIVES ■ 



PC88I A500 £30.95 

pcaBZAjooo £30.95 

PC8B3A*00<llOO £35.95 



COHTfMS 
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Cover Features 


Printer showdown 27 

Which is the best printer for you? 
Whether you need a printer for DTP 
graphics, professional documents or rough 
program listings, there's something on offer 
in our round-up of the best ink jet, dot 
matrix and laser printers. But if s more than 

descriptions of the technology behind the 
various technologies and advice on which 


Fitting Hard Drives 34 

Hard drives have never been cheaper and 
there's never been a better time to fit one to 
your A600 or A1 200. Let's face it, very few 
Amigas have been sold in the last year, so 
invalidating the warranty is no longer an 
issue! We show you how if s done on page 
34. If s a lot easier than you might think. 






Get Serious 












• CD-ROM Round Up 78 ^^^5 

• Which Paint Package? 82 |r jflfl| 

- no scsnnors, Oigitisors or clip art allowud! ■■VftV 
Pftoldoen/cs I.I, Mills Paint IV ABA. Persona/ ^^^f^HP' 






Public Domain 






• PD Scene 88 

joystick- wasflUos hut than's still planty tor damo jmMn too. 

• PD Utilities 91 



Cover disks 

AMIGA ^asMirsBa^, iffl 
FULL PROGRAM 



ProDraw3 
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releases and gossip 
from the European 
Computer Trade Show; 
traditionally the launch 
pad for the computer 
industry's biggest and 
boldest new projects. 
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Features that add superb arcade 
action to playable management. 




0 

aw 3 

This month we've got something 
a little special for you. Not only the 
stonking ProDraw program (worth 
£200) but also a bladder-busting 
demo of OctaMED 6. 



ProDraw 3 



if they're Blown up. the stepped 
edges become apparent. When 
yoj save [he picture, every pisel 





COVfRDISKS 




UHUUU 




Simpl 

thev4v 



1st 




the Future 

of Football 
Management 

£1 Impressions 



;\ NICE ONE SQUIRREL! 

? SCSirf ? Amiga Format 93% CU Amiga 94% 
\ J Amiga Shopper 95% JAM "The best piece 01 

hardware I've ever 
' TJT^ SCS h !E£!5 £ boughf for my A T 200 

bI SCSI is a plug -arid-play add-on thai ' 

SyQuesI Drives SCSI Hard Drives 




n 



SoftWood Softwai^^ 
will go down in hist dry, ; v 

the best there's been... for agesSJ^^ 



J- 



Hindu/* Itavf. Ml it, 





WrW ., J , it rtnr ni>/i(rf orrolmfcr. 



4t&< «££ 1^ jfik 
AWARD TJP^ flMRr 

F'fii ; 3tg f - a' : ir 

KISS lErM ~ramm '■™n=»w 

Word Processing/Publishing... 

Whairvrr vpniil'iLauon Amiga you own, SoftWood 
tuivc ihc pcTl'fLi solution tin >our requurmem^. 
Finn/ Cop; K™ Rr/auf 2 is ■ [he peak of achievenem 
*hcn running J fl"np> h^neJ Ami£J LiinfigurjIKiri. 
whiKl Finn; Vtniw™ rVrffair J is Ihr unlv hard drive 

ihooss. you'll be 



Our new Database... 

7'j'rril/ I'.U.l'' . I il. - III :'n 



inging the revolution into your home or office... and onto your Ami; 



SuftWmJ Prudu.H buriir*. St' Sttwl. Alfrtlnn. rvrt>! -h I rs r>F5S 'HP 1 




ProDrawJ 
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Before you do anything 

Write protect your coverdisksl 
Your coverdisks will be write 
enabled when you take them off 
the cover of this magazine. Make 
sure you write protect them, by 
sliding the tab in the corner so 
that there's a small hole. This 
will stop you accidentally writing 
over the original during the 
decompression process. 





Gentians launch sneak 
attack on Commodore! 



© 



putting in a siirpn: 

IC3 2MI bid to buy mi 
assets and trademarks of Common 1 or 
International. Escom is 3 £1 .6 billion 
turnover company which operates in 
nearly all European countries and ma 
of the old Soviet Block countries. 



300 E 



ry high 



sites by the end of the year To run 
Ihese it plans to increase its UK staff in 
levels by 1.500 people. 

Bernard Van Tianam - Managing 
Director of Escom Holland - told CU 
Amiga Magazine that the UK stores wi 
primarily sell Escom branded PCs, 

claim they already produce some 
400,000 units (PCs! from their German 
manufacturing plants. In an exclusive 




CU Amiga Magajine first heard news of the 
bid in mid March and it was then reported in the 
ECTS issue of the games trade magazine CTW. 

reported bid Mr Van Tianam would neither^con- 

the status of the Amiga if they won a bid for it 
However, the Amiga's potential as a set-top deliv- 
ery-box would obviously fit in neatly with 



provide Escom with a low cost home comi 
to complement the higher priced PC systei 

David Pleasance, who is j 

by the move though, cl 

still the most likely to succeed Either wa^ 

obvious that the Amiga is stil. in ilemand. 



ig up, 



Mac-beating 
graphics 



©no of the best struc lured drawing 
programs lor the Amiga is to be 
upgraded Projector Version 3 
from Stylus I nc will be n 
shortly. Version 2 of the 
| Mien from several important 
, hM prevented it from overtaking its rival 
; *oOraw as trie best structured drawing pro- 
I pirn The new version will give Amiga users 
| power previously only seen on Mac drawing 




loks like becoming the champi 
jr graphics. Amongst the 



Raging on 




a 15 being handled by Monal Komba! 1 
in Probe Entertainment and is 
to be finished By the end of the 

ts for you to master, but Probe 
I to be able to incorporate all of them 
ones if all goes 
>g to plan) using either one or two 
m joysticks or joypad Sounds like fun! 
a Work In Progress on Primal 



Ocean 
teams up 



Team's software distribution from their 
current 18 countnes to 64 countries and 
will provide the necessary cash and back- 



Ocean and Team 17 logos. WBITaam 
be swallowed jp though? Alan Bunkt 
their PR manager, was keen to stress 
"Team ITi branding will be maintain! 
and we are still 100% independent" 



Action 



Mindscape have been very evasive about 
their atesi slice of aerial action. We 
should have had a preview of this 'dog- 
■ t|hi simulation' m the games section 
Ihis month But due to mysterious circum- 
stances (probably something to do with 
the ECTSI we never got hold of it. It 
sounds good though, with four different 
fight scenarios promised: World War 1. 
World War 2. modern jet combat and 
futuristic space combat. Mindscape's PR 
department has gone to great pains to 
point out that Evasive Action is not a 



ComioSetter 



CU A 



i.r.it.'-r 



ar magazine for 
s. Although not rjuite up to 
Judge Dredd standards, MicroManiacs is now 
using the program to produce on-page 
cartoons. For more information on the maga- 
zine, contact Steve Pepper. 42 Charles Avenue, 
Harrogate. North Yortts. HG1 4PE. 
Tel: 01423 524B40. 




AYAH Mill I IIOM \l ■J.tilltmSKH hISIS 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME A f* s ' v ^ ,S1 ' 



Book 'em! 



© 



etaran Amiga book publisher Bruc ( 
Smith Books has released a new 
AmigaDOS programming guide. 
'Mastering AmigaDOS S c: " i p : i 
by Mark Smiddy, it covers all aspect? 
writing AmigaDOS scripts covering small 
HISS and bigger programs too. 
There are Dvar 100 ready-to-run script pro- 
ims liswii in the book, suitable for 
-ligaDos 1 .x.2.» and 3 x syslems. Each scri 
explained on a line By line basis to aid the 

To complement Mastering AmigaDOS 
ripts Bruce Sm.th Books are producing a 
ik that contains many of the scinis .isted 
. boot i: 'ias several PD ; £hiiis>'.ar^ 
ilities on it to help your programming, 
available for £2 00. via a coupon in th 

' Th^book costs £19 95 and is availal 
)r n major book stores or via the Com| 
jokshop on 0121 706 1 250. We shou! 



Buy your RAM 
boards now! 




This 



Write to 
your CD! 



Invisible ink 



CD32 drops 
in price 



Oscar. Project X, and Ultimate Body S'_ - 
Silica are on 0181-309 1111. 

ICPUG 
discounts 



rate being £16 50 for UK and BFP0 
£20 50 for Europe and surface mail 
seas. ICPUG membership gets you 
issues of the ICPUG journal, ' " 




17 C 



Oakfields, Didcot, Uxon. 
01235 B15725 after B.30pm. 

Twist 
correction 

iil i)5 

UK by 

5. This i 

affect our rating of this program. V 
one of the most powerful databas " 
on the Amiga. 

HiSoft have also anr-.r,,.:- ■ 

able Contact HiSoft for full data : 
01525 718181. 

Animation CD 



Computing are Schatztruhe's UK agents. Call 
them on 01 234 273000. 




MULTIMEDIA CD-ROM 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 

FOR ANY AMIGA 

To celebrate our 2nd successful year in business we're giving 
Thousands of free Multimedia CD-ROM disks. 

EPIC SoftwdrG 

MULTIMEDIA MANIA CD-ROM 

Includes 
500 top quality fonts, 
1 500 of the best clipart images 
200 music modules, 
500 instruments, 
over 200 soundfx, 
1 00 Video backdrops 
200 textures, 
200 3D objects, 
100 AG A images, 
200 colour clip fonts, 
Animations, 
graphics tools and lots more 

ORDER CODE: CDMMM60 

01793 422355 





id period only, and only a 



I accepted. Fa< your ofder or 



i uplo date CD-ROM list will he sent with your tree CD. Please 




Printer 
Showdown 

Everyone who has an Amiga should have a printer ... and 
most people who have a printer would like a better one! 
We round up ten of the most popular to help you out. 



k 




Fitting a Hard 



Save some money and speed up your Amiga 
by a factor of ten: John Kennedy takes a 
comprehensive look at adding a 3.5" hard drive 
to the A1200 and A60O. 



s hard to describe just what a dif- 

mly is it staggeringly taster than a 
stem, but it allows a huge degree 
ion and convenience. Imagine 
to swop disks when printing from 
ing or loading a paint program 



2 IDE Cables. The IDE interface inside the 
Amiga is designed for 2 5" drives which have 
cables of different dimensions to 3.5" drives. 



tore than C100: 

a good drive 

s that prices of 3.5" 

the Amiga 40001 
i a perfect time to 



will bold the tin y 2 5" 



rives. Trie problem with 
are Bipensive, onlv Bvail- 
I and not very fast. 



Br 3.5" c 



jsof m 



The options 

Sniveling a haid drive for an 



By compariso 

1Gb and are very speedy. The price of 3.5" hard 

buy a bate 428Mb drive for Bfcout fHM exclud- 
ing VAT and delivery Of course, this still (eaves 
the problem of how to connect the large' drive 



1 Physical 



is A1200 ar 



s include IDE interfs 



F-l«r:tro-u.: Supplies ITel. 01702 554161) have 
suitable one available for £6 49 (the Fto|ect B 
D-014). Alternatively, the many SCSI drive hoi 
ings available will also provide a good home, 
many of which include a Power Supply Unit ; 
standard, and so will also provide a method t 
powering the drive. 

The interface cables can then be led into I 
Amiga case, either by cutting a bole in the ■ 
or filing away some of the plastic lip. Great c 
' must be taken not to over-lighten the case ai 




[i 




^^■■■^^ There is a new phenom- 
^^P^^^^^W ena afflicting games 

/^^—-^ publishers. It's called 

I ^^^J I mavheism and it's a 

% C IH state of mind that 

^^J^^^^jr results from uncertainty 
^^^B^^ about the Amiga's 
future. "Will you bring this game out 
for the Amiga?" We ask. "Maybe", 
Some games are totally out of reach of 
the Amiga, 64-bit wonders like Sony's 
Ridge Racer for instance, but there's 
no reason why publishers can't port a 
PC game - even a CD-ROM title, or 
develop it on Amiga 
and port it to PC. The 
amount of CD32s and 
CD-ROM drives for 
A1200s should justify 
this, and it's certainly 
worked in the past - Simon The 
Sorcerer was originally an Amiga devel- 
oped title which is now mega popular 
on PC. If you own a CD-ROM drive and 
you want to see games for it then 
write to me at the usual address and 
I'll voice your opinions. Otherwise write 
to your favourite software house. 
'Maybe' we can get things rolling. 
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• ECTS show report 40 

We report from Europe's biggest games 
trade show. Giants were formed, new 
formats were shown off and the Amiga 
didn't do too bad either. 



in 



SHOW REPORT 




1995 



Spring is traditionally the time of year 
when new software titles multiply, when 
embryonic games first see the light of day. 
Did ECTS '95 follow suit? Let's see ... 




SHOW REPORT 




Brutal: 

Paws of Fury 



tie for release: June ■ Publisher: Gameteh t 0753 553 445 



Forget your Mortal Kombat, and 
Streetfighting is for wimps. There's 
only one way to kick some serious 
bottom, and that's the furry way. 




GAME PREVIEI/V 





GAME PREVIEW 



inal Over 



Due For Release: May 1995 Publisher: Team 17 <B 01924 267776 




(of which wb co 
Ihe ECTS). Their 
slogan is: Team 17 
Gameplav 0% Bull 
this, about Final O' 
er fine addition 



Virocop 



Due For Release: May 1995 
Publisher: Warner Interactive 
Entertainment © 0171 391 4300 



Wallington, joi 
Sieve Turner, tt 
GraftGold who 



behind this game d 
that them must be 
somewhere within 



twenty different weapons, is 
capable of destroying all the virus- 
es and returning the Game Disk to 
ar something. 



is good fun but difficult. On the 
first level, known as the Sport 
zone, the viruses have whipped 



□n wheels DAVE is limited to 
climbing up ramps and some- 
times can only go in one direci 
because of this Various weapi 



floor and whenever you knock 
There are four zones, each o 



Snorts zone; the Platform zone 
(guess what is likely to hapoen 
here), Military zone and a shoot 
'em up zone There is a fifth, bo 
zone, planned for the A1200 




QUALITY AMIGA PRODUCTS 




Super 
Skidmarks 



I Price: £29.99 ■ Publisher: Acid Software 0 01302 890 000 



Thankfully Acid Software's sequel 
to their best known title plays an 
awful lot better than it sounds! 



li L-ninMig 
if, a full 



hie likss of Team T 7's fill Terrain 
lacing as well as Acid Software's 
>wn Roadkill.. Unfortunately 



Hunting high and low 

If you have a standard A50O this probably won't be of 
much interest to you so don't read the rest of this until 
you've upgraded. Ah. you're back, that's better isn't it? As 
well as the standard low-res mode. AGA owners can also 
Bnjoy the delights of hi-res while playing Si/per Skidmarks 
2. What's the difference? Well... 


Lo-res: Offers a close up 
view which is best suited 
to the one player mode, 
that's lo-res in a nutshell. 

my friands. 


Hi-res: More detail and more 
to a monitor near you if you 
become cluttered though. 


m 






Of more use to me i 
that you can incorporate and us 
the tracks from the first 
Skidmarks, which at least slops 
the original game from becomir 

when you buy a sequel. There's 



i included, all of which 

:. straightforward 
t most are packed full ol 
le sharp dips and steep 
e cars from the original 




GAME REVIEW 




Championship 
Manager Italia '95 



I Price: £24.99 ■ Publisher: Oomark t 0181 780 2222 



Trie stakes are high, and 

mous. However, if you're 
mar in charge when you 
team's on the losing end 




sob into your spaghetti. 
Championship Manager Italia '95 
puts you in charge of a team from 
Eerie A or B, with the Sim of get- 
ting them to ihe top of the league. 

lengthy initialisation sequence, y 
Teams to choose from, you're 



st of all available play- 
■rs and letting you 

ands you specify 



thai 



the kind of player you re 
after More often than not, the 
nD one who exactly fits the bi 
you get the reply "Mo players 
able". You then have to go thn 
the whole procedure again, with 
different statistics. 
The fun starts 



Premier Mufti 
Edit System 

■ Price: £14.99 ■ Publisher: Gremlin Interactive ' 01 14 275 3423 




European Cup Final take f 
a non league stadium! 

Perhaps the best and the 
most amusing option Is the o 
that allows you to change thf 



of contract and which learr 
manages Next up is 
edit player data This 



tures like length The third iCi 



exercised because it's pass it 
change every player's rating i 
99%, which quickly makes to 



at Wycombe? You gc 

Option four allows r, 
be altered, everything f 
ing up with e\ 

to lowering the ; 



t Stoichliov 
ub data to 



g good- they 
id 'groovy', You 
can change the names of injune 
and how long they will keep a 
player out of action In my uer- 

af feels a player for 23 weeks! 

It's hard to rate the Premier 
Multi Edit System as it isn't a 
game in its own right. Assuming 



Flight of fantasy? 



No... with a Blizzard or 
Cyberstorm Accelerator, 
your Amiga will fly! 

If you've ever sai and waited for your Amiga to catch up. you'll 
know thai an extra boost of power would be just the ticket. 
But, the only problem is the cost... Isn't it? 

Wien you compare our cost per MIP with 
other boards you'll be surprised at just how little you'll have 
to pay tq enhance the performance of your Amiga computer. 

Then, the skv's the limit! 




cm computer* ■ 

iharwood 

the UK's favourite Amiga Dealer 



HIGH QUALITY SOUND SAMPLES 


IIP illLiF 1 





• More Software! 

• More Games Mail Order! 

• More Public Domain! 

Take this opportunity to make 
More profit from your advertising 
Call: 0171 - 972 6700 




MWMoffle 
HEADHUNT 



AliamiNite 

mwwm# 

OREGON WET 

BLOCK! 
- * i * A 

CflrituRiTpH!) 
CRfiCKUNG 



POSTCBYPT 

NSOSWE 

SHSAPNZL 

STAR 

STEEL 
STENCIL 

STRETCH 

HUE 



.. OBBLER 

©pemQociss 
PEREE 

MVfMHia 

StarStruek 



FAST AMIGA REPAIRS 

FAULTY TROUBLESOME COMPUTER ?? 

SEND OB DELIVER TO THE EXPERTS EOB EAST RELIABLE REPAIR 0E TOUR BELOVED AMIGA 500 

quit £4 4.00 INC,* -"rag-" | r-~ m 

WE ALSO REPAIR „„,,„„„ 




"LEVEL MOUSE HOLDER 

A600, 1200, 1500, Sod^IeplacfT mouse 
2000, 3000 + 4000 add rs joystick sfcastvif 
■ FREE QUOTATION * | ' * COLLECTION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE IN 

144 TANNER STREET TOWER BRIDGE, LONDON SE1 2HG - TEL: 071 252 3551 



Theme Park 



I Price: £34.99 ■ Publisher: Mindscape t> 0444 246 333 



^^p^> il /heme Park ___ J|E 

''■■:=" il - oi-r T-«oe 
■ B ~V scoring a hit on just about in beginner's 
^^■^•W every other comoute' and con- guide to help you ^^^Hfl 

^^^^ sole format. get started. 

Despite the sub.'.:;' rr.'i'ior ~\ ^ ".* > 






Quite the opposite in fact. There's all the the first time |HS3i!lS£ifc^Jpfi 

tun of the fair, but you don't get to go on player. Once » Wtot - <n *> i» •] fte kk I t"fl 

any ol the rides. Instead you play the man- you've passed «■■ ii mi<»* in ifi m. H. * 


if i 


ager of the park, with the job of building an the Olympian task that is the beginning. ^ 
entertainment centre to rival those of bought a few rides, deciphered how to 41— 

Walt Disney. ■ .:■ i -.::■:■;■: bon^nr 

Before you start, it's advisable to read properly, things become mare fun. 
the 'New Business Portfolio' (why can't they Watching your little customers milling around 
just call it a manual?) as it's nigh on impos- with their balloons is quite entertaining and 
sible to get into the game without any back- the sound effects and music are very pleas- 
bigger, longer and chunkier than a box of If yau have been playing for a couple of 
Yorfcie bars, but then big games call far hours and you want a rest, you would think it 

The irlppy 3D cartoon intro sequence your actual park, only your details and the 
gets things off to a good start. As the amount of money you have. This means that 

you've got a joypad or a mouse connected, start with an empty park, which detracts suo- 
and adjusts itself accordingly If you stantially from the g»me. 


•* -•- :-■■'■..- 

rames and end up looking like something 
rom a weird Eastern European cartoon. 

There's plenty of satisfaction to be 
ained from building your park and wateri- 
ng your customers enjoy themselves, but 
he lack of a proper save game feature 
poils it all. Having to rebuild the park 
very time you play is demoralising, and 
will be enough to put many people off 
or good. 
HM 


your name and details on the set-up speeds, which is handy if you want to get 
screen, unless you have a keyboard rich quick, but the top speed is a bit of a 
attached. However, you can with a joypad. scunner as all the animations skip a few 






Tearing round the cleverly designed trac 
thrilling. Sometimes they're 
designed that you get completely lo. 




JB*^ GREY'TRONICS ltd 

f% LOWEST PRICES BEST SERVICE 

BEST SERVICE RAPIC DELIVERY 

SALES FREE CALL 0500 737 800 

SALES HELPLINE 081 686 9973 / 081 781 1551 




Amiga Frame Grabbing has 
just taken a Fall... in Price, 
but definitely not on quality! 



e revolutionary new ProGrab™ 24RT with Teletext is not only the best way 
ir video images into your Amiga, it actually costs less tl 
any of its rivals. Whilst this real time 24-Bit colour frame grabber/digitiser has 
d the price of image giabbing on the Amiga, it hasn't been at the 
;xpense of quality. Indeed, ProGrab™ has been bestowed the Amiga Format 
Gold Award and received many rave reviews for its ease of use and 
excellent quality results, 
h ProGrab™ you needn't be an expert in 
Amiga Video Technology either. Simple 3 stage 
operation ensures the right results 
Real Time, a 




BUDGET REVIEW 


Award winners 

m ■ ■ ■# Imr* m mm^t i ii M#ta tan 




1 ■ Price: £34.39 ■ Publisher: Empire © 0181 343 7337 

1 ^^^^ Civilaaiion's addictiv- start the game in 400DBC with pie of years. 

1 ^1 ity that the name of vary little opposition but as the Which brings me to 

1 ^^^^^ it's creator, Sid Meier boundaries of science and dis- Frontier, in which you 




1 


1 tamment world, and that the will ensue. Frontier is the product 
1 game still ranks among the top MiMenia later, it you are not of David Braben. who 
1 three favourites H you ask destroyed you will see rockets, jet became famous in the 

1 now - (our years after it was they don't destroy you, well. the follow up to this 
1 'irst released you're God. game and involves 

In Civilisation you have to Lemmings has sold over 2 mil- trading, lighting, min- 

1 mone age through to the space been Psygnosis' biggest success a vast universe, build- 

1 step ahead ol the opposition by enough, but the practice is mind power and the size of 
1 Building cities, controlling eco- bendingly addictive. Lemmings your space ship. The 
1 nomic conditions and the mil'- are suicidal rodents who, every ship (and game, tor 
1 lary. mining and exploring year in the Fjords or Norway, lake that matter! can be 

1 technologies, products etc cliffs en masse. In the game they of different angles 

1 play the game on Earth or on animals don't have, such as shov- within its confines. Vou'r 


not just Although it's a good game 
lough. must admit that I'm not ma 


1 

btrt- 


if you get sick of them As you become richer an 
you can press the successful you can upgr 
nuclear self destruct which in turn increases y 
1 button with hilarious and money making poss 
1 — i Tiil uiiiiHIIIWH«i~T results The basic idea Frontier Is possibly tt 

sssssr ssss&z 


d more Frontier, but the general co 

lililies. There's only one flaw in 
e biggest Empire's marketing strategy 
one dou- though Surely everyone has 










Space Hulk 

■ Price: £14.99 ■ Publisher: Hit Squad I 0161 832 6633 ■ Ji'n rnttV- 

^gjaw n space everyone infiltrates a space ship to even more realistic game, where 
^V^k uses the same :;e~trov enemy j iura Bu: 1 the mair was fir>i person vns type <>' game until 

r . ir.hes. asoecieily won't Once upon a time Gremlin Whan a Soul Sucker attacks you. Doom appeared and few ot 
^^^^V when trying to produced a game called Space you can see him coming it ;y-ici y.nv:-; hi li-.i 
1 describe a game Crusade, based around Games a central screen on a control same sort of Shoot 'em up 
1 where a squad of marines Workshop's Warhammer 40,000 panel (see left), and it's not a action and genuine suspens 
sehes of labletop role playing pleasant sight This control panel it. To succeed at the 50 odr. 

i'j missions you need to know 

~ i^^H 3D game but there was also an to four other Marinas can see and controls inside out. It'll take 
slower, but more lluslrative. your ocattcfi ir Hie 'hulk'. There Space Hulk is an enjoyable 
EXffV *-'*-" "" a ™ thH game once IflMj | W 
1 BBKilii^B"* i^i Electronic Arts to produce an Space Hulk held pole position AD [Hfll 1 T 


you 
■PJJJ 

J 



Dreamweb^ 

Hello again and welcome to our second and 

I \ r- i final solution to Empire's top adventure 

' J T- J game, Dreamweb. Sitting comfortably? 
^B^^^ Then we'll begin ... 



The TV Studio 

then as far down and go left. Use ihe gun on the old 
security guard. Examine the barrier controls and use 
them. Walk left and up into the studio. Pick up the 
passcard which is hidden under the brochure. Go left 
and down into the storeroom. Examine the fusebo*. 
use it with the screwdriver and take the fuse. Now go 
far right and up the ladder. Examine the winch control 
and then open it. Replace the blown fuse with the one 


Chapel's House 

then examine and use Ihe 


1 
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ne tannage 
Ryan's flat 

torn Chapel's 
n's interface. 

ork interface 
«ith the tay 
ue SEPTIMUS 

°'d h VPe 






' Lords of m 
the Realm II 





BREAD STREET. PENZANCE. CORNWALL. TR18 2E( 
TELEPHONE 01736 33199 FAX 01736 331777 

HARD DRIVES 



80Mb £69 
120Mb £99 
170Mb £129 
260Mb £169 



jp*120Mb £69 
" 360Mb £129 
> 540Mb £149 
1000Mb £249 



CALL FOR SCSI DRIVE PRICES 

ALL DRIVES CARRY A 2 YEAR WARRANTY 
CABLE KITS AND FULL INSTRUCTIONS AVAILABLE 
- 2.5" £5.00 3.5" E13.00 



SALES: 01736 33199 (4 LINES) 
NO MONIES WILL BE ACCEPTED UNLESS WE HAVE THE DRIVES IN STOCK 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE V A T PLEASE ADD E12 CARRIAGE 
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR P.O. ONLY MADE PAYABLE TO FLASHTECH LTD 
ALL PRTICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE E&OE 



GET SERIOUS 




therefore able to edit and display 
much higher quality pictures. 
Unfortunately, some Amiga owr 



ma. Let's face it, Microsoft 

rd would never run on 286 PCs, 



Serious 

If last month's Get Serious pages were a hard- 
ware bonanza this months are a software spec- 
tacular. Firstly there's a detailed test of Amiga 
paint programs and a look My-Money - a new 
financial package. But it's not all software; 
there's a super new genlock tested as well. It's 
all here in the next few pages. 

• CTV Micro Studio 2000 . — h — • ■ ■ - J 2 

• My-Money 74 

Got a problem with your cash flow? Andy Leaning check* out this financial planner. 
WIN ft hslp or Is It not up to scratch? 

• CD-ROM Round-Up 78 

Another slew of silver sliver* slide slowly into the CU Amiga Magazine CD-ROM 
mechanism (who writes this stuff?). 

• Graphics Comparison 82 

• PD Scene 86 

All the latest game*, demos end oddities from the public domain. 

• PD Utilities . . . . . ...... - ^ 9J 



| bought. If you chose to buy a 

,c model Amiga don't expect 
i do what the super expand! 
I PCs and Macs do and don't cor 




PRODUCT TEST 



Micro Studio 

C~ \ f~ \ \ /"\ \ Make your own pop videos, sci-fi epics, 

^^^F I } \ / } L«^H 9 rass roots documentaries and corporate 
I I , -S presentations with CTV's new video mixer. 

■ Plica: £750, E1 1 DO (with TBC] ■ Developer CTV Multimedia ■ Supplier: CTV (el: 01296 33D67D 













i 































h, CTV have 



ly one of the most powerful tools 
ever available lor Amiga video pro- 
ducers. The Micro Studio 2Q0u is a 
video mixer that combines two 
video inputs, chromakey, lumakey 



Connecting up 



either S-VHS (YVC) or 
sources, although b( 
must be ct the sami 



microphone input (mini jack soc 
et). The combination of these 
sounds is output through a pair 
stereo phono sockets. There's 
also a mono phonic line level 



And... cut! 

Mast Amiga genlocks overlay 
tura. with rhe option to lade the 
as they go. 



e two ol each, giving greater 
:.ibili'.y 'or monitoring and 
cording. The third video outpi 



signal 

,r 1 h : " 



ne main display. 



the Micro Studio to connect it to 
your Amiga's RGB output. The 

model was actually too short to 

box Amiga (A4000 for example), 
although we are assured this over- 
sight will be rectified on units sup- 




f 


i 




a 




Chromakey 



PRODUCT TEST 



Overlay 
Sensible 
Titles 

ii ii ii ii ttibi 




PRODUCT TtSI 



My-Money 



I Price: £25.00 ■ Developer: My-Soft ■ Supplier: My-Solt 



Andy Leaning 



Yet another financial planner for 
your income. But does this one 
match up to the rest? 



The program can kt 
your money no mi 
choose to keep It. 




Available from 

My-Snll lire sailing My- 
Monev direct. Their 
address is 71 Springfield 



CD-ROMS 



CD ROMS 



A Whole Lo 



IULTIMEDI 
TOOLKIT 



compatible Science 



I Multimedia Toolkit 

1 Many of the CDs that we've looked at in previous issues have been let 
Work-bench, leaving you to fumble your way around the contents trying 

However, the Multimet 
driven program that allow 
with: images, samples, demos etc. Click 

" lultimedia Toolkit also contains a wodge a) reasonable quality fori 
ji and mono clip art, music modules, and samples 
Vorkbench. In brief, this isn't the biggest 



mi 





The Beauty of Chaos 

If you like fractals you'll just fall in love this disk because it's filled with 



However, we had problems openi 
GIF reading graphics program. There 




Imagine Enhancer 

Th,:, disc erf 5'= a wonderful collection of 
C2.eci= for !ma : Mie T'iere'5 also a galler 





Aril 



DELTRAX PUBLIC DOMAIN AND SHAREWARE LIBRARY | 

Tel/Fax 0492 51S9S1 THE VERY BEST PROGRAMMES FOR AMIGA & IBM P.C £ 




PD 



This month's 
public domain 
pizza has an 
extra thick 
topping of 
demos, music 
disks and 
slideshows, on 
a crispy deep 
pan base of 
games. Hold 
the anchovies. 






II2O0 32BIT RAM CARPS AAOOO CIBCRSTOtm 

speufl at yam A 1200 By 22% (wHon Cytwri 




TO ORDER CALL: (0115) 964-2818)| 
TEL OR FAX: (01 15) 964-2808 



BLI ARD PRODUCTS NOW IN STC 



THE BLIZZARD 1220/4 TURBO MEMORY BOAPC 



The following Memory SIMMS are industry st 
72 pin (70ns). They can be used in the A4000. A1200 
RAM boards and the CD32 SX1 sxpansion module 

4MB £139.99 16MB £409-99 

8MB £279.99 32MB £949.99 



THE APOLLO RANGE 
OF AMIGA 
ACCELERATOR CARDS 
Apollo Al 200 I23Q/SCSI3 



50Mhz 68030 CPU, industry standard 72 poi 
SIMMS, FPU socket, battery back-up clock 
SCSI2 option. Incorporating burst speed F 
tor super fast operation. 

CALL NOW FOR AVAILABILITY & PRlClNi 

Apollo 2Q30/SCSI2 

25 or 50Mhz 68030 accelerator board tor tr 
A1 500/2000/3000. Includes SCSI2 interfaa 
Upgradeable to 64Mb using industry stands- 
SIMMS. 

Ring now tor details on these and other exciting n 
products for the full range of Amiga computers 

liiAVAM-l i m THC..I5M4MM FAX »1 




PD UTILITIES 



They're calling 
it the greatest 
piece of 
licenseware 
ever. Find out 
what it is in 
this month's 
selection of PD 
Utilities. 




PO UTIUTlfS 




BRIAN FOWLER 

^mnSaSSr Computers Led 

jj Worf fc s trMtj EXETER, DEVON, EX4 3QS 

^ We're Backing Amiga! 

r!= Amiga 1200. CD 32 M A4000 





Wr have available nnw me 
accelerators, hard disk? ISC 

primers! imparl, mkici. j3j 

^"thing^E 




5 




Imagine laving your wnrk In cartridge, and brm^ able In 
read Ihe data on any Mmilail* equij'ncj Amiga. PC ot MAC 

Now you're thinking SyQuest .... \ J'qq^ ; 




o 


Contact m if you want an Emplanl board or a new 
mouse or the latest DTP software or a second joypad 
for your CD32 or a PARNET cable or u CP !„il ,.1 
fords or one lull of clip an or CDPR 4 or [he Ijlcsl 
AMINET CD hi j! [>.i: l.eiho;,r.lii,l.,|.|cr or ;i S[ SI 
controller or a VLAB digitiser or Rowchartinp 
software or anything AMIGA! ! ! 




» 

for 1500/3000, 





Can't see what you want? Just J 
ring (0342)499 755 — we have ^ 
lots more than we can show here* 



CD32 Expansion Modules 
Great Value at £199.95 


Retina BLTZ3 
Superb 24 bit 

video card 
4MB version 
Only £449.95 


Studio II 

j Now In Stock a, tmly £49.95 


Other Cards 
available ... 

Piccolo,- 
Picasso. ECS 


Vlab YUVor 
VLAB Motion. 
Superb value 
for money 

Philips 17"Jj 
MulliScan* 

Excellent vallfiS 


|CD32 Connection Kit Markll . 

Network to any Amiga or PC 
Wuh SERNET - "Just Click and Go" 

?S!!?Sfe)nly £34.99 


at just £599.00 : 


Upgrade from Connection Kit f 
Mart I available — Only £16.99 | 


U. s e. Dn,e 




Fax Modems 
complete with 
software. Join 

From£189.95 






VeryPM 
28800bps 
modems now 
available. | 



[How To Order] 





Compare Our Prices ! We don't 
charge extra for Credit Cards or 
Standard Delivery. 
EWhnt You Seels What You Pay Hi 

ay - Saturday 9.30am-5.30pm 

01392 499 755 

flHHM j |HH| . pi jSrisiiiit •^^^^ kiih 



VIRUS FREE PD 



AMIGA I'VHUC DOMAIN I.V/J S(li"l WMil 



138-139 VICTORIA ROAD. SWINDON, 
WILTS SNI 3BU 
Telephone: 0793 432176 
Fax: 514187 




workshop 



months you 
should notice 
several new 
columns appear- 
ing along with 
the return of 
some popular 
ones. Comms, 
for example, 
should see a 
welcome come- 
back next month. 



new columns 




mBm 



page covering 
the serious 
side of 

creative com- 



Q+A 116 

Q&A MASTERCLASS 1 20 



BACKCHAT 124 



POINTS OF VIEW 1 28 



pULIMVJ \WWIU 

^ processing, 
spreadsheets, 
databases etc). 
If there's some- 
thing special 
you'd like to 
see in our work- 
shop section 
Email or write 
to us at the 
usual address. 



Directory Opus 



In this month's tutorial learn how to teach 
Directory Opus to act intelligently, automatically 
loading files into their relevant applications. 



asl month we showed you how 
set op billions to load your mos 
I commonly used programs. 



ending with a WP e) 



files would then be automatically loaded into 
the relevant application. 

DMS decompression 

press DMS files in this way DMS is the com- 
pression program used for our cover disk 
programs You'll find it in the C directory of 

no problem if you normally use a different 

can easily be adapted to work with 
alternative programs. 




out. In this case it's an AmigaDos style « 
marid so click on AmigaDos Program. 

From the next requester, click on the b 
to the right labelled Edit Class Yet anothe 

you'll see a line called File Class and neit 
another field called Class ID Change the I 
in the first one to DMS Compression and 
neit one to DMS. Having dons ihis c ii,-> r 



e«i field below this that 



reads MatchName and finally press Retun 

File types 

What you've just done is set up DOpus I 
watch out for files of a certain type. In tl 

with the extension of .DMS. The operatii 

on these files. This allows us ^perform 



the " dms' line you typed 
file name pattern You could type i 
migaDos wild card pattern hare. Th 
i Name reference tells the program 1 



son in the requester that appears w 
click on the magnifying glass From 
can tell the program to watch for files ci 
on a specific date, time, or that have i 



TUTORIAL 




ProCalc Tutorial 



Thinking about buying a peripheral 
and want to work out who offers the 
best interest rates? It's easy with 
ProCalc - we show you how. 



late the repayments for trie shop, bank and 
credit card. As the shops will often let js pu 
down a deposit, the shop's PMT arguments 
differ from those of the other two, with the 
deposit being subtracted from the total 
amount to be spent first (see figure two). 

Adding deposits 

We've now got all the information and in mos 



with the three different payment terms (see fig- work and get it 

t ■'.■■II be repaid 124 months) and any deposit r 

required. We also enter the percentages for the credil card company is the lowest. Thankfully 

three financial lenders, in this case the shop, using nested IFs. ie one IF fundi 



^■ajV rates from various sources to find 
best rate of return 
A typical example would be if yoj were to 
compare the interest rates offered by a bank, a 
hire purchase company and a credit card to find 
out which is best for you Although ft might 
seem obvious at first, deferred payment and 

for the human brain to handle. ProCalc. howev- 



I out whether the shop, b 



ates I've used here aren't meant to be r 
io don't try finding them in the highstrei 
Note how percentages are entered a; 



ising the numeric format 

Get to work 

and repayment period data once. We ll be 
spending this amount and paying it back ovt 
the same period of time no matter where wi 
go, so there's no point in creating it three tin 
Having entered this data we can now pu 



Keypad Problems 

Several rudan have experienced 
problems uiing the numeric keypad 
of the A1200 and A4000 with 
ProCalc - our November cover disk. U 
will work with the keypad which can 
be uaad for either cursor control or tc 



the window title bar eayi 
is turned on or oft. For d 



This asks if the shop offers a lower rate tha 

is oltering to the credit card and then returr 
string - 'Shop' or 'Credit Card' depending 01 
which is the case. If the first question returr 
false, then the bank offers a better rate so t 
is then compared to the credit card and the 
<af of these two is now relumed - 'bank' or 

H (be IF words are put in quotes, this 

cell Figure th 
function. Try changing Vr 

taining the IF function w 



hough not 



PnCah, using the program 

best option for you. Figure 1 
results when deposits com. 




BUYERS GUIDE 




TUTORIAL 



Graphics Mas 



I One of the most powerful image processing 
abilities of Photogenics is Composition; 
with it you can blend two images together 
seamlessly. CU Amiga Magazine explains 
the technique. 




TUTORIAL 



terclass 



eveloping ideas on the fty w 



completed text image, as shown 
on tha bottom display bat, to the 
slot marked Secondary at the far 
right You can delete the Alpha 

pose in protecting the area around 
Ihe text Irom being altered 

Next job is to load in an image 
onto which we can position the 
text For this tutorial, open up the 

Birl.jpg file which comes with the 
program It shows a rather retined 
woman, but of course you could 
load in any digitised image; for 
the time being though, stick with 



ming for a pencil/char 
effect after all So using the filled 
rectangle tool, draw out a box 

the remainder of the image. From" 
the Modes menu, select 
Grayscale Once the image is coo 



image, you can Paint with a whits 
coloured chalk/paste! brush I size 
6. pressure 39%, Transparency 
38%] on the cheeks, forehead, 
chin and lips. Check out the illus- 



this makes, bringing the 'dead' 
image to life. 

'Fix' the changes and save. T 
final touch Is the Mystery Girl te 



tally or vertically, 
black background i 



But don't worry, if you're wonder- 
ing how to simply place ten on 
screen, we'll clear that problem 
up m a short while. 

Once the text is placed, OK 
Compose, then 'Fix' the image 



n-.,ii:h ol ;iiblle srwj ny 

■Ri' the changes you vt 
a happy with Vr 



tool in Add DuSt mode Set 






Modeler 3D 

The conclusion to our Modeler 3D tutorial 
looks at the remaining menu options and 
dishes out some tips for serious modellers. 




FREE G 

WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE TO 



CU AMIGA MAGAZINE IS 
THE ULTIMATE AMIGA 
PACKAGE, BRINGING YOU: 

THE BEST TUTORIALS 

You want to get the best out of your Amiga, and we 
help you do it. Our in-depth features and step-by- 
step tutorials cover all the latest Amiga develop- 
ments and programs. Plus there's the added bonus 
of new promotions including cover mounted manuals 
with some of our hottest coverdisk programs. 

THE BEST COVERDISKS 

Only CU AMIGA brings you exclusive and complete 
versions of Amiga's most desirable utilities. 
ProCalc, Directory Opus, ComicSetter and 
MovieSetter ere just some of the great programs 
we've covermounted in the past six months. 

THE BEST PREVIEWS 
AND REVIEWS 

CU Amiga Magazine is the choice of the world's 
top Amiga developers. That means we get 
exclusive previews and reviews of the latest and 
most exciting Amiga products. CU Amiga 
Magazine was the first to bring you news on 
Deluxe Paint 5, PageStream 3, Directory Opus S, 
ImageFX 2 and Photo Gerties. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND ENSURE THAT YOU 
DON'T MISS OUT ON WHAT WE'VE GOT UNED 
UP FOR THE NEXT 12 MONTHS! 
PLUS GET A FABULOUS FREE GIFT WORTH UP 
TO £29.951 

HURRY! THIS OFFER IS AVAILABLE FOR A 
LIMITED PERIOD ONLY. 



Video Ideas 

Colour Cycled Effects 



Liven up those drab videos and graphics 
with some rather excellent colour 
cycling effects. 



Tracers 

It'm easy to create a motion-blur effect with colour cycling. For this 
example, set up a range of 16 colour!, so that the first 10 colours are 
black (assuming that you also have a black background) and the fol- 
lowing six colours fade from black, through grey, to white. Turn on 
colour cycled drawing mode and select the first colour in the range a- 

Using a small brush and either continuous or dotted drawing mode 
have a quick doodle on the screen. The lines you draw will be Invisi- 
ble in places, but then fade back into view for a short length, before 
disappearing again. This is because 60% of the Una Is drawn In black 

shades of grey. 

Now press the tab key to start the colours cycling. You'll see the 
white 'heed' of your line tracing around the screen, with a grey blur 
following in its wake. This can be used to simulate rain, fireflies or 



L ami 0'Oflrams such as DPaint. Personal Paint 
\ and Brilliance allow you ta dgfine a range o' 
palette. These colours can 



range is charged to [he colour of the one precedino it The 1 
colours are shunted along the sequence, with [he last 
colour moving to the first position in range. When colour 
cycling mode is turn on. those parts of the picture drawn 
■pear to throb or move. The effects 
leal for livening up videos or any of 
a run down of the effects available. 



















m 





















Fairground Lights 

ground style notice board effect, complete 
with flashing lights that run around the border, 
then this is your lucky day I Select gridlock 
mode and a circular brush. This brush will be 
the template for your light bulbs, so scale it 
accordingly. Select cycled drawing mode, and 
paste down your tight bulbs around the edge o 
the screen. The gridlock will keep them all 
evenly spaced and In line. If you want a bit 
mora realism, you can make up a little highlight 
using a non-cycled colour and add this to e 
of the bulbs. 




Come to 

the 
CIRCUS! 



HELICOPTER FLIGHT SIMULATOR 

A bailie Held scenario simulation ol Ihe Boemg/Sikoreky RAH66 COMANCHE 





Frequently 
Asked Questions 



CU Amiga Magazine gets to grips 
I with common modem questions. 

it's generally PC stuff The choice 
of Amiga software is limited id 
GPFax (First Computer Centre, lei: 
0113 231 g*W|. 7rapFa* IBIitter- 
wrft tel: 01908 220196) and some 
PD utilities Check, before you buy 
a modem, though, as some will 



■ Q- Will any Amiga 
work with my modem? 

■ A. Any Amiga oar. drive a 



| ■ Q. What sort of 
modem should I gat? 

■ A. There are internal am 

| designed for IBM-PCs Any M 

■ Amiga, all you need is a 51; 
■rj BS232 25 way c? 



■ Q_ Which should I 
try first? 

■ A. Try some of the amateur 
Bulletin Boards listed to the nght. 
These are ell systems which are 
part of the HdnNet network. 
FidoNet is a network which 



I PCs r 



1. Somi 



)r A2000 chat ar 



I ■ Q- What software 
I will I need? 

■ A. 



■ Q. What's the 
difference between the 
an Internet and BBS? 

V34 ■ A. A Bulletin Board is a 

inicate with each other about 

■ssages. transfer fi 



The 



ill probably 
everal Public 
programs such 



r 

t 



■buy a program si 
■(available from HiSoft, tel: 01525 
■718181, reviewed in CU Amiga 
BMagazine. February 19951. All of 
"' "et you log onto a BBS. 

I ■ Q- Will it work as a 



leUSm 



0324 666336). ClXftel: 01492 641 
961 1 and Delphi [0171 757 7080). 



a message I 



aring m 



■ Q- I have a modem 
that works at 14,400 
baud. I've sat my comma 
software to work at this 
spaed but nothing hap- 
pens. What's wrong? 

■ A. Although the modem wil 



presaion algorithms. Most 14,400 
modems will only recognise 
speeds of 19,200 baud. This might 



jud. However, due to 

if data being transferred is higher, 
io the speed ot the link from the 

19,200 baud. ■ 



My own board 

■ Q_ I want to start 

Bulletin Board. What 
software do I need? 



programs to choose f 
Some, like Max's BBS, a 
Public Domain. Some I ■ k 



r 01247 274919 



Modem number:0181 771 9100 

Board name: Autopilot BBS 
Modem number:01332 660 76B 

Board name: Amnesia BBS 
Modem number:0151 606 1984 

Board name: Crooked Spire 
Modem number:01246 551 626 

Board name: Frost Free BBS 
Modem number:01484 842 341 

Modem number 01670 787672 



MASTERCLASS 



Masterclass 




Following on from last 
month's discussion on 
data compression, we 
take a look at the 
much-used LHA system 

H on disk space and downloading 



the claims for LZX. I performed the following 
tests First of all I archived tan large IFF image 
files (whicri usually don't pack up wall as they 
are already encoded slight lyl and second ly I 



Many folk are w 
icons, especially a; 
unexplained crashes First of all. tl 
programs like MagicWB container) 
which were only that - icons. Whe 
at any files stored on your disks, y 
files ending in .info. These are the 

play the little graphic. They are not 



al BBS. and you should 
:tion of Amiga utilities as 

rchiver called LZX has Been 

er and work better than 
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Soundlab 



Make four sample tracks sound like 
some cunning mixing tricks. 



use this fact to your advantage, tc 
make your Amiga sound as if it's 
playing far more samples than it 



professional 32-irack productions 
Mth a bit of ingenuity and some 

The firsl lime you laid down a 

DctaMEO ur ProTracker. you proba 

he cymbals in another and used 



sound output capacity 
lough the Amiga can play 



lether each sample is a rec 
I of a single bass drum, or 
tire mdmsua. Replaying th 



Mixing samples 

The basic trick to learn is sample 

be squeezed onto a single track out makir 
by mixing the right samples ence. Cei 

together. Before you get started. frequenci 



fourteen, with 



there will be parts where the hass 
drum sounds with the high hat. 
but another place where the bass 
drum sounds with ihe high hat and 
the snare drum In this case, you'll 
need to make two new samples. 

However, although it might 
seem obvious to combine the 
bass drum, high hat and snare 
drum for the second sound, you 
could leave out the high hat with- 
out making any noticeable differ- 



riffs with your breakbeats. 

This sounds complicated at 
first, as you would need two idaa 
tically pitched loops in order for 
them to match up. but you don't 
actually need two loops, just the 



iynth si 



Combining bassines 
with breakbeats... 



Use peaks as guides for 
inserting re-pitched notes 



space. Reducing the amount of 
mixing will help keep the fidelity 
ol each individual sound. 

Depending on the sample edi- 
tor you use. your mixed samples 
may come out at half the volume 
of the original waves. Check for 
this, and if they need boosting, 
amplify them accordingly. Usually 
a 200% volume boost will get 

ume. Once you've got a string of 

block, and using the initial four 
track drum pattern as a guide, 
you can recreate the rhythm on a 

pies. The only places you might 



The trick is to make use of 
your sample editor's pitch changal 
or re- sample feature, and mix 
pitched copies of the synth or 
bass sound into the breakbea 

Using two tracks, lay down 
breakbeat and your bassline o 
riff Once you've got this runni 
jot down the order and pitch t 
the notes in your bassline. Usi 



playing, and 
call up the breakbeat sample win- 
dow. As the sample is played, 
you'll see a scan line running 

played. Listen for the notes of M 
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